Living in Love Full Vision Pulpit Talk  
[If you have not been introduced, very quickly introduce yourself and perhaps mention the number of years you have been married, number of children, or anything that will help you connect with the parishioners or get a quick laugh. Self-depreciating comments always work but there is not time for long jokes or stories. 

Intro:

Sunday is often family time so this is a perfect opportunity to take a few minutes to think about the special kind of love that started and remains at the heart of your family.  Every family begins with a couple in love, but sometimes we forget that very principle is true just as much after the wedding as it is before. 

Purpose 

We have been invited here to share with you an experience that has been life changing for us personally, and for many of our friends and relatives (If your engaged, newlywed or married children, siblings or parents have made LL  or PLL just add the phrase “even our own…)  
You know how it is when someone in the family falls in love and decides to marry, we all gather around.  Since we all love weddings and care about young couples who are engaged, it so exciting that we now have something to offer them that is powerfully relevant and positively helpful.  It is called “Preparing to Live in Love.” and the exit evaluations have literally been effusive.  The best and the brightest of our young Catholics in their 20’s and 30’s have been thrilled with their experience and are telling their friends about the insights, skills and practical strategies they have learned to help them live in love. What is even more exciting is that every parish that has adopted PLL has seen young couples coming back to and into the church.
Wouldn’t it be great if the Catholic Church were to become known as the church with all the joyful marriages! 
That may sound like an impossible dream to many of you, but honestly, it is starting to come true and it has certainly come true in our own lives. It is really all about the difference between just loving, or getting along,and really being “in love.”

Husband 

“Living in Love” is the name of a parish-based retreat workshop for married couples that is coming to this parish and parishes throughout the diocese and around the country.  It is designed to get us back in touch with the fun of being a man and a woman in love and free us to proactively live in love every day. This is like no other retreat you have ever experienced or imagined.  It is engaging, humorous, and action oriented, as well as insightful, practical, and incredibly relevant.
Like most guys , when I was asked to do something for my marriage I had the attitude that, “If it ain’t broke don’t fix it,” but you know I do not approach anything I really want to succeed in that way.  In business, I plan for growth.  In sports, I play to win.  

Wife 

Saturday of the retreat is like light bulbs going on, lots clarifying epiphanies or “aha” moments and a growing realization that we are freer than we think to live the way that we want to.

Sunday, we experienced more affirmation than we had in a life time and we felt like we were on our honeymoon again. The best part is that it doesn’t end on the weekend. The simple strategies they suggest have really empowered us to live in love every day.

Wife shares personally positive experience and impact of LL perhaps: 
For me personally, it helped me to get back in touch with what I fell in love with in the first place about (insert name), which was really his masculinity.  It gave me a sense of mission and enthusiasm and it continues to release so much passion and joy in our relationship.  

Husband shares his personal experience 
If you made LL a couple of years ago or less, mention when and where you made it; however, if it was a long time ago, just omit that)

Were you reluctant to sign up? Very briefly state why you decided to go.  Did you enjoy it?  In what specific way was it life changing or how did it positively impact your day to day life? Perhaps 
For me, it restored the playfulness and romance and helped me to figure out how to make my wife feel loved.

But, what is really unique about living in love is that we guys love it.  I found it particularly refreshing to hear the church speak to my lived experience.  It affirmed me as a man and resonated with what I really want for my marriage and family.  Whether you have been married 6 months or 60 years, Living in Love will affirm your decision to marry and take your marriage to a whole new level.

Specifics: 

The Living in Love retreat workshop will be held right here at … (parish)……on… (Date).  It runs all day Saturday and includes a lovely romantic dinner. Sunday includes mass and ends by 3:30.  It is really user friendly because it takes place in the parish hall, and couples just sleep at home so you do not have to pack up and go anywhere and you can just use your normal sitter.   
Do not let the challenge babysitting stop you
Even so, we know from our own experience that it can be a challenge to arrange babysitting (you can mention what you did if it was creative) especially if you do not have family nearby or it is too expensive to hire someone but please do not let that be an obstacle. There may be some resources in the parish that we can help provide.  We can tell you from our experience it is totally worth the effort 

We would like to end by asking everyone here to do your part to fill our parishes with joyful passionate marriages, starting with your own, because our young people need to see marriages that are “worth waiting for.”
If you are not married please encourage your married children or siblings, to make Living in Love, consider helping out with the romantic dinner, babysitting or taking part in a prayer campaign. 
Whether you are newlyweds or married beyond recognition, please seize this opportunity to live in love.  Married couples who are obviously in love are such good news to the engaged. If you fondly remember being engaged and would ever consider sponsoring a young couple through “Preparing to Live in Love, please come and get a taste the program by experiencing Living in Love.  You don’t have to make any commitment up front.  You can experience “Living in Love simply for the benefit of your own relationship. If you like it, you can go on to form a special friendship with an engaged couple that can really make a difference in their experience of the church as well as set them up for success in their marriage.  
You can sign up for Living in Love in the back of church after mass or online at livinginlove.org.  Or take home a flyer or brochure for your married children.

Just a closing note to any of the kids who are here. It is really smart to encourage mom and Dad to sign up for “Living in Love” because when they are in love they are much nicer!  
Thank you!
