Instructions for Recruiting Couples for Living in Love at Mass

There will normally be an Announcement at the Post Communion and hopefully the presider will also mention Living in Love
Set up one or more Registration Tables in the back of church or near the most used exits.
During mass, take note of the most attractive, “in love” couples you see.

1. Do not wait for them to come to you at the end of mass.  

· Strike up a conversation and ask them if they have heard about Living in Love and if they are interested in attending

· Tell them how great it was for you and how they should not put it off

· Mention any long range positive impact that you have experienced
· Tell them how good it is for men
2. If the parish offers “Preparing to Live in Love” or some other mentoring or sponsoring program, it is very effective to affirm them as great examples of marriage and ask: 

· “Would you ever consider sponsoring an engaged couple? You would be so great because they need to see happily married couples in love.” 
· We have such a great program that you do in your home for just one couple at a time.  You really make friends with them.  
· Please consider checking out the component for married couples.  It is a mini romance retreat workshop that is held right at the parish. If you like that you can sign up to become a mentor for the engaged.  
What to say if couples stop by the table to check it out:

Here are some ideas for opening lines (and some follow up comments) to use when people are exiting church. Feel free to mix and match. The most important thing is to share what you got out of the retreat.
1. We signed up and made it...(insert when) “last year” or “in February”, or a “few” years ago (the more recent the better) and it was fabulous.  We wish we had gone sooner.
· The first day of the retreat is like light bulbs going off.  You begin to understand why you are the way you are.  It knocks down barriers that you didn’t even know were there.  It gives you hope that you really can live the way you want to.

· The second day is like a honeymoon, affirming the best in each other.  We felt like we were marrying each other all over again.
· It was so special to have a day and a half dedicated to just the two of us – no interruptions or our typical day-to-day distractions
· (Share any lasting impact that Living in Love has had on your life)
2. “Would you like more ROMANCE in their life.”
· (Share the difference it has made in your life) “Living in Love put the spark back into our marriage.”
· It is just a day and a half but you will fall in love all over again

· It will remind you of why you married your husband in the first place

3. Living in Love was positively life changing for us.  It is so real, relevant, and fun, but it also had a lasting positive impact.
4. Every husband loves this retreat.  It is absolutely the best thing in the church for men.  
5. Feel free to emphasize any or all of the following:
· There is no large group sharing or discussion. 
· It is a thinking weekend rather than a feeling weekend. 
· The tone is fast paced and action oriented.  
· The presentations are lively and engaging.  Team couples from our own parish present concepts or insights and illustrate them with examples and stories from their own lives that are very relatable.
· You have private time to reflect and share with each other.
· Each session closes with a five minute very practical communal prayer.   
· The exercises are fun and you discover so much about each other.
· You get to tell your husband or wife everything positive that you are attracted to in them. It is very affirming! 
If anyone shows interest on the way into Mass, lead with # 2 above.  Just ask them to please stop by on the way out, or if they come over to the table go ahead and tell them what you got out of the retreat. 

