Living in Love Presentation Guidelines
Thank you for your willingness to share your time, energy and most importantly, your relationship for the sake of other couples in the role of Facilitators of the Living in Love Retreat/Workshop.  As you prepare to facilitate one or more of the exercises, you will have at your disposal several valuable resources including:

· The Living in Love Presentation Outline

· Sharing Guides for each assigned exercise

· Sample Sharings illustrating how other couples have handled each exercise

· Mentality Notes (if available)

· A Workshop Couple who will discuss the objective of the talk, answer questions about content or process, and help you to choose  the illustrations from your life that will be the most relatable and effective as well as making the content real, relevant, and motivational
An explanation of each of these resources is included below, beginning on page 3.

In preparing to facilitate an assigned exercise, it is recommended that you first read through the Mentality Notes (if available) and then the Outline in its entirety to get a feel for the content and flow of the exercise.

Then, go through the Sharing Guide and think of examples that you might share from your own life in line with what the Guide calls for.  Read the Sample Sharings as necessary to get a feel for what other couples have shared and to help you think of other examples that you might share.  If you are assigned to facilitate the “Formation” Exercise, it is strongly suggested that you meet with or spend some time on the phone with your workshop couple before you even start to write.  This “pre-workshop” will save a great deal of time helping each of you to identify your 3-4 specific examples of formation.  The “Trust” talk is a second exercise that can benefit from a “pre-workshop” conversation.
If you have any questions about the content or what is called for in each sharing, always feel free to contact your Workshop Couple.  For now, all workshopping is being done by the authors, Ron and Kathy Feher, who are available at PMRCusa@msn.com or 877-201-2142 (Toll Free)
Next, write out your personal sharings and email them to Ron and Kathy.  They will review what you send them and make suggestions as to how to articulate what you have to say more clearly or to avoid any possibility of misunderstanding.  Make any changes that you agree with and email back a finished copy of what you intend to share.
That’s it!

Our objective is to make this process as easy and painless as possible and to nurture the sexual atmosphere between you that will make you the most effective witnesses of the material you present.  Preparing to present is itself an opportunity to grow in your relationship, and we will help you to look at areas where there may be more for you to discover about yourselves or opportunities to grow closer as a couple.
To avoid stress, the first draft of your sharings should be emailed as soon as possible and no later than one month prior to the weekend date.

Your Role as a member of the Presenting Team

The Presenting Team for Living in Love is made up of one, two, three, or even four couples who have previously experienced Living in Love.
The Team as a whole is responsible for doing whatever is necessary to enable the first time participants to have the best possible experience for their relationship.  This means preparing their individual presentations to the best of their ability, praying for the weekend couples and the other presenting teams prior to, during, and after the weekend, and most especially being attentive to and supportive of the couples throughout the course of the weekend itself.
The entire Team shares responsibility for any administrative chores necessary to make the weekend run smoothly to include facility set up and clean up, coffee and breakfast, and distribution of handouts.  Specific responsibilities will be discussed at a brief team meeting prior to the weekend. The couple assigned to facilitate a particular exercise is ultimately responsible for all aspects of that exercise to include managing time within the guidelines of the Outline
, making sure that Handouts are available and distributed at the appropriate time, the chairs are set up in the breakout area(s), instructing the participants when and where to move, and facilitating the closing prayer,  but they can and should rely on help from the other team members.  The entire  presenting team is in service to the Team facilitating the current exercise and makes themselves available to assist as necessary.
Throughout the weekend, the Presenting Teams model the behavior we expect for any couple making the weekend by participating in each exercise to the fullest extent possible including answering the Reflection Questions, sharing as a couple, and joining in the ecclesial prayer groups at the end of each exercise. Our joyful witness will encourage the first-time participants and make it easier for them by following our example.  That being said, we model these things while still watching the couples carefully and trying our best to be involved with and make friends with them as faith family.  Our primary role as facilitators is to encourage each couple to participate fully while serving as an advocate for their marriage.   
Clearly, the first responsibility of each team member is to commit to the entire weekend.  This normally means attending theTeam Meeting prior to the weekend and being present on the weekend from before the participants arrive on Saturday until after they leave on Sunday.  The entire Team is especially needed on Saturday morning as the couples adjust to the flow of the weekend and we model the behaviors we expect of them.  By their presence, the Team communicates that we value and are willing to prioritize our marriages and that we are all in this together.  Team couples are also invaluable participants in the larger prayer groups on Sunday and are often called on to fill in as necessary.
Presentation Outline
The Living in Love Presentation Outline provides the actual content into which you will insert your personal illustrations or sharings.  It contains all the insights, teaching, scripture quotations, and couple activities relevant to the topic as well as instructions for personal sharings and guidance on how to facilitate each exercise.

The Outline is “scripted” in that the content is written out in conversational prose that may be read effectively or paraphrased and taught in your own words.  Only those sections of the outline that appear in bold face font with background shading and a vertical bar in the left hand margin must to be read “verbatim” in order to ensure uniformity, clarity and avoid misunderstanding.  It is the result of careful consideration and years of experience; so, please do not deviate in this regard.  Most of the Outline, however, is not so marked and the Presenting Team is free to use either the scripted outline as written or their own words or style in communicating the content.
Instructions to the Presenting Team appear in shaded boxes which are not intended to be read.  These include instructions on how to facilitate portions of the exercise and what to share from our personal lives.  In general, section headings are not intended to be read. The softcopy Outline file contains a one or two page “Overview” listing the objectives, key teaching points, specific graces and scripture passage for that particular talk.  This overview is for your information and not to be presented.
The facilitating couple may divide up the sections of the exercise between husband and wife any way they want except when there are instructions in the outline that specifically call for presentation by the husband or the wife.  There is a general value for changing speaker fairly often to help the participants stay attentive and there are logical break points where a change in speaker is helpful.  Exceptions to this occur in the Trust Exercise (husband and wife sharings on control and irresponsibility), and in the Formation Exercise where the discernment questions are gender specific.  The Bethlehem Prayer at the end of the Formation Exercise is usually done by one person or with only one or two speaker changes. 

Sharing Guide

The Sharing Guide is simply an extraction of all the personal sharing sections from the Outline with some additional detail as appropriate to guide you in preparing your sharings.  Sometimes, we will pose questions whose answers will effectively generate the actual sharing or give you insight into what is going on in your relationship.  This is particularly true of the Sharing Guide for the “Formation” exercise.  At other times, the guidance simply provides hints about tone or style of the presentation.
The Sharing Guide is a good place to start because it will not prejudice your creativity.  If you take the sharing guidance at face value and think of how you would respond, you are more likely to be original and uniquely you.  Your relationship is the treasure that we are hoping to illuminate for the couples and the exercise is only a vehicle to do so.
Sample Sharings

The Sample Sharings are just that, the personal sharings that other couples have used when facilitating Living in Love.  They are the lived examples of a couple’s life and they are organized on a couple sharing basis so that you can experience who the couple is and not get focused on picking apart an individual sharing.  They should be read in their entirety, and then it may be useful to look at a specific sharing that may be helpful to you.  

It is not necessary to conform your sharing to someone else’s approach, but it can be both helpful and challenging to hear again another couple’s personal sharing.  None of the personal sharings provided as examples are perfect.  None of us are perfect couples and you are not expected to be.  Just because one couple shared in a particular way does not mean that all couples should share the same way.  The objective is simply to be real, honest, open, and sincere.  
Mentality Notes

Mentality Notes are not yet available for every exercise, but we will include them if we have them. The “Overview” already articulates the objective of each exercise, but the “mentality notes” are designed to expand on that brief statement; so that everything we do and say in that particular exercise can clearly advance the end goal and set the couples up for the question or exercise they are about to experience at the end of the talk.
The mentality notes are meant to be read before reading the outline; so that you can have a clear, big picture view of what we are trying to accomplish with that exercise.  They will give you a feel for the tone of the exercise and how it is expected to flow for the couples.  It is useful insight into the objectives of the exercise and the disposition of soul we hope to accomplish in the couples. 
Workshopping

“Workshopping” is the primary way we maintain the quality of the Living in Love experience.  By inviting a more experienced couple to review what you intend to share, you open yourself up to the benefit of their experience and communicate that you want the best for the couples making the weekend. “ Workshopping” is basically a back-and-forth conversation about how best to express your lived experience.  Your workshop couple may ask questions to help you reflect more deeply and perhaps come up with more effective examples, help you select the example that is most universally relatable, suggest minor wording changes for clarity sake, cut and paste the order of what you have written for effect, or edit out detail that might cause participants to become distracted from the point being made. .  In any case, they will make every effort to use your own words to express your unique witness.

The workshop couple will track changes using MSWord (usually in red)and you can accept those that you agree with by highlighting and selecting “Accept Change” or provide alternative wording.  The goal is not to put words into your mouth, but to help you communicate in a way that experience tells us will be most helpful to couples hearing the concepts of the weekend for the first time.

The most critical aspect of preparing to facilitate Living in Love is to get started immediately and finish your individual preparation far in advance. Not only does this  eliminate stress  for you  approaching the weekend, but the reality is that it will be impossible to effectively workshop all the talks if everyone waits until the last minute.  So, please do not put it off or waste time  spinning  your wheels.  If you read the materials provided and are not confident about what to do or what to share, contact Ron and Kathy right away.  We are confident that we can make it simple with just a conversation either in person or over the phone..
Presenting on Living in Love will be an exciting experience for you as you witness what happens to others during the course of the weekend and you will be able to see it right in front of your eyes.  We know that you will personally grow through the experience of preparing and presenting, often as much or more than you did on your own weekend.  God is never outdone in generosity, and your gift of your time and of yourselves will be repaid a hundredfold.

� If you are presenting for the first time, there is no need to fret about details, or worry about managing the time.  Your presentation will have been workshopped and it will be more important for you to be relaxed and in tune with each other.  If you should go over the allotted time, the more experienced presenters can make up for it later
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