Priestly Blessing for Marriage Retreatants at Mass
(Please use or paraphrase as you wish)

(Introduction)
My Brothers and Sisters in the Body of Christ,


In the history of this Community of Faith, we are continually being blessed by the presence of the Holy Spirit in our midst.  This weekend, married couples from our parish have been participating in the Living in Love Retreat Workshop.  They have returned to us this morning after having been molded by the Spirit.


(Ask the Living in Love retreatants to stand) 

As we all know, the Sacrament of Matrimony is a very special sign of the activity of Jesus in our midst.  We know that our sacramental couples make a unique contribution to the well being of our parish.  So, each of us has a stake in fostering the love and growth of our couples.  Their love is not yet complete.  It has only just begun, and we all need to be part of their journey of love.  The more they love one another, the more we experience Christ in our midst.


We thank and bless these couples for their openness to falling in love all over again and to rededicating themselves to even greater efforts to love one another more deeply every day.   They know it is not just for their own sake, but for ours in the Church that their love must become more and more powerful.   That is why we made them a Sacrament.
 
(Instruction to the Congregation) 

As I bless these couples, please extend your hands over them and pray with me to empower them with an outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
 
(Blessing)
Almighty Father, we are so graced by these couples that you have given us to lead us in love.   Thank you so much for the ambition you have given them to love each other generously and selflessly.   We send them forth in our name to give themselves to one another with all their hearts and souls.   We commission them to be an ever more devoted sacramental couple, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.
