
A Love Story Worth Telling
John and Marie Arata never attended a Living in Love weekend.  It didn’t exist when they were married in 1948.  Their love story though is worth telling and truly is what Living in Love is all about.  Throughout their marriage, John would often recount that Marie was his idea of the perfect woman. They met in a bowling league and on their wedding day, like all other couples, they vowed to love, honor, cherish and care for each other until death.  They raised two children, William and Veronica.  They lived in Plymouth Township, Pennsylvania and like everyone else in post World War II America, they worked hard for everything that they had.  They shared their faith with each other and with their children.   Everyone has a love story.  John and Marie’s is one worth sharing with all married couples and those preparing for marriage.

In 1998, John and Marie celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary in the company of family and friends at Bryn Mawr Terrace nursing home.  Eighteen years earlier, Marie was diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease.  She bravely battled her illness for many years until the inevitable progression of the disease left her paralyzed.  John came to Bryn Mawr Terrace every day to see Marie.  He sat with her, continued to celebrate special events and share with her the life that they promised to share together.  He gently cared for her every need never doubting or abandoning his mission to love, honor, cherish and care for the only woman that he would ever love.  Marie was unable to speak during the last years of her life.  John didn’t let that be a barrier to continuing to honor the vows that he made on the day of their wedding.  They developed a very special love language that allowed them to continue to communicate to the very end.  They found a way to overcome the barriers that life placed before them and continued to live as if nothing had ever changed.  In their minds, it never did.  Marie passed away peacefully in 2003.  

When John passed away in June after a short illness, his family and friends shared many stories of his service to our country during World War II, his love of baseball, especially his beloved Phillies, his hobby for building model airplanes and his many accomplishments throughout his life.  John became close to a long lost cousin during the time of Marie’s illness.  During his eulogy, Sister Kathleenjoy Cooper, Handmaids of the Sacred Heart of Jesus said this:  “I believe with all my heart, that I witnessed a faithful marriage played out almost wordlessly with exceptional masculine grace and feminine receptivity.  As you know John was there daily communicating personally and lovingly with his comatose wife of fifty-plus years and assuring me that she knew his presence with her.  To the passing stranger, Marie might have seemed to be asleep, but John saw his Beloved full of the life they had nurtured and grown with together.”  During his homily, Father McAndrews spoke of how John and Marie’s marriage was a visible sign for all of us of Christ’s love for the Church.  Father challenged all married couples in the Church to love as John and Marie loved.  

We knew Uncle John as a hero, certainly for his service to our country, but mostly for the example he gave us for our marriage.    

Bob and Ruth Arata

