EULOGY
Fr. Chuck Gallagher
written and delivered by Fr. Robert Rosebrough, aWWME priest from St. Louis:
Chuck Gallagher

A Blazing, Unquenchable Fire!

Four years ago I was on retreat reflecting on the words “I thirst” that Mother Teresa of Calcutta put in every chapel and dining room of her communities. They are the words uttered by Jesus from the cross. The reflection was describing the insatiable thirst that Jesus had for our hearts, for our compassion, for unity in the Body of Christ. Later that afternoon I picked up a morning paper and on the front page was a picture of a forest fire in California. It was huge, they said, and it had a life of its own, creating its own weather and it was so ferocious and thirsty that it literally leaped over mountains consuming everything in its path. That image of a mighty ferocious fire has become my description of God’s love for us, His children.  Fr. Chuck Gallagher, S.J. was a vehicle of God’s ferocious fire of love. (He has asked his homilist not to eulogize him. I will not, but I will talk about the unquenchable, blazing fire of God’s love that flowed and still flows through him, a simple earthen vessel --a truck driver in a tee shirt, pack of cigarettes in his pocket, blazing eyes and heart that hungered to share God’s love.)


I am Fr. Robert T. Rosebrough, (Rosy) of St. Louis, Mo. I was ordained in June of 1969 and in September of 1973 I experienced the Deeper weekend with Fr. Chuck and Art & Elsa Fitzgerald. My life, my priesthood, would never be the same. Fr. Chuck became my mentor and has been for the past 40 years. I became a priest on fire, a passion chaplain.

God used him to build a church on rock,
to build a church full of passion,
to build a church full of joy, 
to build a church that although broken like the human race, can 
experience healing, hope and many second chances and new beginnings.

God used Chuck
to build a church that dares to dream, to dream the possible dream! 
A church so full of a blazing love & grace in the presence of the God, that it overflows into ministries of compassion and support always pushing the borders to the next horizon.

God used Chuck (and all those who worked with him behind the scenes, countless couples and priests,) to hold up the Sacrament of Matrimony in a new light. He is the face of the Sacrament of Matrimony Movement in the 20th Century. Through this Movement several million couples and priests have been enriched and set on fire in their sacraments of Matrimony and Priesthood. Fr. Chuck helped to transport God’s blazing fire of love, not just over hills and mountains, but,  from country to country. The Marriage Encounter Movement has reached over 100 countries since 1968. 
Chuck’s Life, Ministry & Love are rooted in His Love for the Church.

Married Couples brought the best out of Chuck & he experienced the fruit of that intimacy the more they nurtured their bond through dating, intimacy of dialogue, healing, and spilling their passionate love into flesh by giving birth to children and sharing their love in ministry. 
Many people today want to run to where Mary has visited recently or where some special miracle has recently transpired.  But, as Chuck Gallagher stood before a loving husband and wife, he knew that all the earth is a blazed with the Glory of God and he dared to take off his shoes, in God’s presence, again, and again, and again. 

Chuck’s love was always, unquenchable, leaping to new areas: 
(Because it wasn’t Chuck’s, it was the Lord’s.)

 In Summer of 1979, He (with others help) began the Parish Renewal Weekends. I had already signed up for a four day Steubenville retreat, followed immediately by the Kent State M.E. Convention --and then Chuck wanted us to stay four days more for a Priest’s Renewal Training. (I said no several times to the leadership couples in St. Louis (fearing, I would be nothing but putty after two weeks of God stuff, but I, finally, surrendered.)  Five days before I was to leave, I received a1400 pages of outlines and notes on the Renewal with a love note from Chuck, “Please read before you come!” (I threw it on the floor in anger, but then later I began to go through many of the talks and I was moved to tears with the tender love. As I went through many of the outlines, I tasted the tender, but blazing fire of God’s love, noting each talk had a patron saint and a particular grace that we were seeking to be given. In Chuck’s passion, he dreamed to reach 10% of the priests in US in 5-6 years. He achieved that goal and more by 1985! 

• Then His Love was spilled over with the help of others to create Family Weekends, Luke 18 for Junior High, and then the Barnabas Weekend for young adults, the dedicated baptized.  I became involved in all three of those movements in St. Louis. (I had the honor of introducing my nephew to his future bride on that first Barnabas in St. Louis.)

• For many years, Chuck continued his dream working out of the Pastoral and Matrimonial Renewal Center in Elizabeth, N.J.  His dream lives on in the continuing work of the PMRC.

Over the years, I wrote Chuck every Christmas to let him know what was going in my life as a priest and he would always send a reply which would fill my heart. I saw him for the last time in Atlantic City, 2010 -- the year Chuck proclaimed for the Sacrament of Matrimony.  Chuck sought to have couples & parishes sign up for prayer around the clock for a whole year. I was able to enlist 100 parishioners to pray an hour each week for the intention of all the married couples in our parish and their married children. 
As I reflected on the Year of Matrimony that fall, I felt a sense of loss and emptiness. As a priest I forgo the gift of having a family, wife and children, so I would never have the honor of hosting a wedding reception for my daughter on her wedding day. Inspired by Chuck’s passion for the Sacrament of Matrimony, I decided to throw Wedding Feast of Cana for the married couples of my parish who have enriched the church with their love and sacrament. (I would foot the bill and gather some friends to put this together.) I invited 500 couples and 130 accepted the invitation. I intentionally mixed the couples up by having assigned seating. One of the couples I sat with was married for over 60 years, they informed me that this was their first wedding reception because they were too poor to have the first one. Their eyes sparkled as I chose them to cut the wedding cake. I still beam like a proud father three years later. Like a proud student, I sent a note describing the event to Fr. Chuck, who took great delight in another wedding feast of Cana.

Like St. Paul, Fr. Chuck kept looking beyond his own borders to the horizons of the world. He dared to dream, he dared to surrender, he dared to seek and form apostles to change the world in the name of Jesus Christ. Although Chuck lived most of his life in the 20th century, He is truly a patron for evangelization in the 21st Century:

Notes from Chuck for Funeral:
• When couples think about me, do something nice for each other
• When couples think about me, say something nice about the church to a friend.
• Remember me as a man for the Church
• The best thing about me is the company I have kept—you!
• I believe in masses, penances, prayers for the dead- let them flow.

Concluding Prayer:
Rev. Charles Gallagher, S.J. Patron of the Sacrament of Matrimony… Pray for Us
Patron of Passion… Pray for Us
Patron of the gift of Children… Pray for Us.
Patron of Family Life … Pray for Us 
Patron of the Dedicated Baptized….. Pray for Us Patron of Priests
Patron of Healing…. Pray for Us
Patron of Unity….. Pray for Us
Patron of the Marriage Encounter Experience…. Pray for Us
Patron of Living in Love…. Pray for Us
Patron of A Blazing, Unquenchable Fire of Love….. Pray for Us

Amen
